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Wedgwood's opposition to communal re-
presentation was not based on doctrinaire
grounds* He had, as we have learnt, some
experience of Africa where there was something
like communal representation. He was there-
fore qualified to give the House " the real
advantage of having a uniform electorate. We
have in the British Empire," he said, " already
two systems. In South Africa we have the
system of the black man having a vote for the
ordinary election. In nearly every constitu-
ency in Gape Colony the black men have votes,
and consequently, the white members elected
for these constituencies have to look after the
native interest. They dare not oppress the
blacks because the blacks have votes for them,
and you get fair treatment of the blacks in
Cape Colony in consequence. The black
minority, because it is only a small minority,
gets its right and receives decent treatment."
Wedgwood then went on to point out the
dangers of the opposite arrangement. " But
if you go to New Zealand," he said, ** you
see exactly the opposite arrangement. The